
 

Staff Report 
for the Board of Directors’ Meeting of August 14, 2019 
 
TO:  Board of Directors   
 

FROM: Gary D. King, PE, PhD, Engineering Manager 
  Tonia M. Tabucchi Herrera, PE, Senior Engineer              
  

DATE: August 06, 2019 
  

SUBJECT: E. George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension Pipeline Project 
(FATR #2255) - Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration  

ENGINEERING 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Conduct Public Hearing; after hearing testimony, consider adopting Resolution No. 2019-
26 -- Adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration, and Approving the Project and Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program – E. George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension 
Pipeline Project. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
All the treated water service for the Lake Wildwood and Penn Valley Systems is reliant 
on the Lake Wildwood Treatment Plant supplied by the Newton Canal.  Currently there is 
no interconnection with an auxiliary system.    
 
The E. George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension Pipeline Project (Project) will 
connect the E. George Treated Water System to the Lake Wildwood Treated Water 
System allowing for delivery of supplemental and/or emergency treated water to Lake 
Wildwood and Penn Valley Systems when needed.  Additionally, the Project will provide 
the availability of treated water to the adjoining parcels and abutting areas as the pipeline 
is identified to have the dual function of transmission and distribution.   
 
Lastly, the Project will allow for the continued use of the existing Lake Wildwood 
Treatment Plant while planning for replacement and/or significant upgrades. 
 
The proposed Project will involve construction of approximately 5.6 miles of a combination 
of new 20” and 16” pipelines, pressure reducing stations, water services, fire hydrants, 
stub outs for future extensions, and all necessary appurtenances.   
 
The majority of the project will be located within Rough & Rough Hwy and Rough & Ready 
Road, both county roads. A portion of the Project, approximately the remainder of the 
route west of Rough & Ready Road, will require easement acquisition.  The pressure 
reducing stations will most likely require right of way acquisition. 
 
Upgrades of the existing E. George Treated Water System will be required.  A portion of 
the upgrades are currently identified in the Pipeline Replacement Program. 
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On June 27, 2019, a community informational meeting was held to discuss the potential 
Project; introduce the CEQA document (Draft IS/MND) and process; and to gather input 
from the community.  Prior to the meeting, a notification was mailed to 793 property 
owners surrounding the site and posted on the District website.  The Project was noticed 
in The Union Newspaper on June 7, 2019.  At the community informational meeting, 11 
members of the public were in attendance.   
 
The Notice of Completion and transmittal of the CEQA document (Draft IS/MND) was 
provided to the State Clearinghouse and Nevada County Clerk office.  Hard copies of the 
CEQA document were made available at the Madelyn Helling Library and NID Business 
Center.  The electronic copy was made available on NID’s website.    
 
It is the recommendation of the Engineering Department to approve this CEQA document 
with the following modifications to address NHAC comments: 
 

Section 4.5, Page 4-50 

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. There are no known burial 
sites located within the 
Project area; however, there is always a potential that ground-disturbing activities 
will expose previously unknown human remains. Therefore, implementation of 
Mitigation Measure SCUL-1S UCUL-2U would be required to reduce potential adverse 
impacts to Less than Significant. 
 

Section 4.5, Page 4-51 

STCR-2 S UCUL-2U: Avoid and minimize impacts to previously unknown Tribal 
Cultural Resources 

Section 4.7.5, Page 4-59 

PALEO-1: Discovery of Unknown Resources 

Mitigation Measure PALEO-1 applies to all segments of the proposed Project and 
Alternative 1.   

If any paleontological resources (i.e., fossils) are found during proposed Project 
construction, construction shall be halted immediately in the subject area and Uthe 
resource will be Uisolated Sthe areaS using orange or yellow fencing until NID is 
notifiedU and a USand the appropriate regulatory agency clears the area for future 
work. AS qualified paleontologist SUshall beUS Uis Uretained to evaluate the find and 
recommend appropriate treatment of the inadvertently discovered paleontological 
resources. If NID resumes work in a location where paleontological remains have 
been discovered and cleared, NID will have a paleontologist onsite to confirm that 
no additional paleontological resources are in the area. 

Section 4.18, Page 4-92 

S4.18.5 Mitigation Measures 
 



Implementation of this Project supports District Goal number 1 of the Strategic Plan.  This 
Project provides for reliability and redundancy for the Lake Wildwood System, thus 
ensuring a sustainable and reliable operation of the system that will benefit the District’s 
customers and surrounding community. The Project also supports District Goal number 
3, the Community Investment Program.   
  
BUDGET IMPACTS: 
The Project is estimated at $8-9 million for construction of the dual distribution and 
transmission pipeline and ancillary items phased over 5-7 years, depending on budget.  
The first phase of the project is budgeted in 2019 for $1.0 million with additional $1.0 in 
2020 with additional funds from capacity fees.  The 2020 budget is pending Board 
approval.  
 
Attachment:  Resolution #2019-26 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
Comment email Native American Heritage Commission  
Comment letter Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board letter  
Comment letter Nevada County (Department of Public Works) 
Comment letter State Office of Planning and Research (State 
Clearinghouse) 

 
 



 

 

   
 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  2019-26 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
 
 

ADOPTING A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, AND APPROVING THE 
PROJECT AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM –  

E. GEORGE TO LAKE WILDWOOD BACKBONE EXTENSION PIPELINE PROJECT  
 
 

  WHEREAS, Nevada Irrigation District (“District”) has undertaken the review of a 
project to construction approximately 5.6 miles of pipeline from the E. George Treated 
Water System to the Lake Wildwood Treated Water System and all the necessary 
appurtenances (the “Project”); and  
 
  WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (“CEQA”) requires 
state, local, and other agencies to evaluate or reduce, when feasible, the significant 
environmental impacts of their respective projects; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the District’s engineering staff has prepared an Initial Study and 
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed Project in accordance with the 
requirements of CEQA; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on June 7, 2019, a Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the Project was published in The Union newspaper, advising of the time 
and place of a public hearing on the Project; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on August 14, 2019, following a public hearing on the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Project, the Board of Directors of the Nevada Irrigation 
District approved the adoption of the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Project including changes as presented in the staff report; and 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Nevada 
Irrigation District that it does find as follows: 
 

1. The above recitals are true and correct. 
 
2. Based on its review of the whole record before it, including the Initial Study, 

presentations of Staff and the public comments, both written and oral, 
received in response to its Notice of Intent, the Board finds that there is no 
substantial evidence of record that the Project will have a significant effect on 
the environment and that the Mitigated Negative Declaration represents the 
independent judgment and analysis of the District. 

 
3. Mitigation measures are made a condition for approval of the Project and the 

Board hereby adopts the mitigation measures which it has either required in 
the Project or made a condition of approval to mitigate or avoid significant 
environmental impacts. 

 
4. The documents which constitute the record of proceedings upon which the 

decision of the Board is based are located at the offices of Nevada Irrigation 
District, 1036 West Main Street, Grass Valley, California, and the Secretary to 
the Board is the custodian thereof. 

 
5. The Board of Directors hereby approves the Project. 
 
6. The Board Secretary is hereby authorized to file a Notice of Determination, a 

copy of which is attached as Exhibit ‘A’, with the Office of the County Clerk, 
Nevada County and State Clearinghouse. 

 
*  *  *  * 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Nevada 
Irrigation District at a regular meeting held on the14th day of August, 2019 by the 
following vote: 
 

AYES:  Directors: 
 NOES:  Directors: 
 ABSENT:  Directors: 
 ABSTAINS:  Directors: 

___________________________________ 
President of the Board of Directors 

Attest: 
___________________________________ 
Secretary to the Board of Directors 
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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

TO: 
Nevada County
950 Maidu Avenue Suite 210
Nevada City, CA 95959

FROM: 
Nevada Irrigation District 
1036 West Main Street 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 of the Public 
Resources Code 

PROJECT TITLE:  NID E. George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension Pipeline Project 

State Clearinghouse Number Contact Person Telephone Number 

2019069025 Tonia Tabucchi Herrera 530-273-6185

Project Approval: The Nevada Irrigation District approved the NID E. George to Lake Wildwood 
Backbone Extension Pipeline Project on August 14, 2019.  

Project Location: The Project is generally located along 5.6 miles of Rough and Ready Highway 
in Nevada County, California. The proposed alignment would install approximately 5.6 miles of 16 or 
20 inch underground pipeline depending on location within the existing County right-of-way/public 
roads along Rough and Ready Highway (at West Drive), Rough and Ready Road, Minnow Lane, and 
Lake Wildwood Drive (at Chaparral Drive). Easement acquisition would be required along private 
roads Empty Diggins Lane, Riffle Box Road, and Bosa Drive as well as the non-roadway segments at 
the west end of Riffle Box Road and east of Minnow Lane (along a future fire access road). 

Project Description: The Project is located along the Rough and Ready Highway and other 
roads in Nevada County, California.  The project spans an approximately 5.6-mile linear alignment 
that has two sections where it deviates from the roadway and extends across private land. Below is 
the total alignment and approximate section lengths: 

 Along Rough and Ready Highway from West Drive (easternmost Project boundary) to 

Rough and Ready Road (approximately 2.5 miles). 

 From Rough and Ready Highway, the Project continues west along Rough and Ready Road 
to Riffle Box Road (approximately 1.75 miles). 

 The Project continues approximately 460 feet west along Riffle Box Road. At this point Riffle 
Box Road then makes a sharp turn north; however, the Project alignment continues east, 
cross country approximately 830 feet, where it rejoins Rough and Ready Road. 

 The Project then continues west 209 feet, where it turns south onto Empty Diggins Lane 

CC: 
Office of Planning and 
Research 1400 10th Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
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 From the intersection of Rough and Ready Road and Empty Diggins Lane, the Project 
continues southwest along Empty Diggins Road to Bosa Drive (approximately 0.3 mile). 

 The Project then turns north on Bosa Drive and continues approximately 0.3 mile to a 
private driveway. 

 The Project follows the private driveway west approximately 90 feet to where the driveway 
makes a turn to the south. The Project would continue along the driveway approximately 
500 feet, to where it joins Minnow Way. This area is to be improved as a fire lane by Lake 
Wildwood HOA.  

 The Project then follows Minnow Way approximately 475 feet west to Lake Wildwood Drive. 

 At the intersection of Lake Wildwood and Minnow Way, the Project turns north along Lake 
Wildwood Drive. 

 The Project follows Lake Wildwood Drive approximately 0.3 mile north to Chaparral Drive, 
where it ends at the westernmost boundary. 

Alternative Alignment 

In addition to the proposed Project, this Initial Study also evaluates an alternative pipeline 
segment (Alternative Segment).  The Alternative Segment is shown in Figure 2-2, Sheet 8 and is 
located near the western end of the proposed alignment on property owned by the Lake 
Wildwood Homeowner’s Association. 

The Alternative Segment begins on the east at Empty Diggins Road and extends southwesterly 
along an existing dirt road approximately 525 feet.  From that point, the Alternative Segment 
turns north, continuing along an existing dirt road for an additional 1,270 feet until it ties back 
into the proposed alignment at the western terminus of Bosa Drive.  If selected this alternative 
would replace the 0.30 mile Bosa Drive segment which would eliminate the need for 
excavation/cuts in existing road pavement and minimize related traffic delays associated with 
construction. 

Pipeline Details 

The majority of the Project would be constructed within existing roadways, except where it would 
cross private property between Riffle Box Road and Rough and Ready Road near Empty Diggins 
Lane.  Another short segment would cross private property just east of Minnow Lane within a 
private driveway.  Appurtenances such as fire hydrants, Pressure Reducing Valve Stations, and 
service lines and meter boxes would be placed on the shoulder of the road at the adjacent 
property lines. Stub-outs for future pipeline extensions would also be installed.  

NID, as the Lead Agency, has approved the above-described project and has made the following 
determinations: 

1. There is no substantial evidence that the Proposed Project will have a significant effect on the
environment;
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2. In accordance with CEQA, a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Project was
prepared. The Mitigated Negative Declaration has been approved by NID, which is the Lead
Agency for the Proposed Project. The Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the
independent judgment and analysis of NID;

3. Mitigation measures were required to be made a condition of approval of the Proposed
Project; and

4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not required to be adopted for the Proposed
Project.

5. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan was adopted for the Proposed Project.

This is to certify that the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration with comments and responses and 
record of project approval is available to the general public at:  

Nevada Irrigation District 
1036 West Main Street 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Signature (Public Agency) Title 

Date Received for Filing at OPR: _____________________________ Date: 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

AQ-1:  The following ozone precursor-
reduction measures shall be implemented by 
the Project construction contractor during 
construction activities:  

 All off-road equipment (portable 
and mobile) shall meet or be cleaner 
than Tier 2 engine emission 
specifications. Note that all off-road 
equipment must meet all applicable 
state and federal requirements. 

 Emissions from onsite construction 
equipment shall comply with 
NSAQMD Regulation II, Rule 202, 
Visible Emissions. 

 Idling times shall be minimized 
either by shutting equipment off 
when not in use or reducing the 
maximum idling time to five minutes 
when not in use (as required by 
California airborne toxics control 
measure Title 13, Section 2485 of 
CCR). Clear signage shall be 
provided for construction workers at 
all access points.  

 All construction equipment shall be 

 Activity:  

Ozone reduction 
measures 

Timing: 

During 
construction. 

Frequency:  

As needed during 
construction 
activities 

Contractor NID  Mitigation 
Measure AQ-1 
applies to both 
the proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 
Segment 1. 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

maintained and properly tuned in 
accordance with manufacturers’ 
specifications.  

 Existing power sources (e.g., power 
poles) or clean fuel generators shall 
be utilized rather than temporary 
power generators (i.e. diesel 
generators), where feasible. 

BIO-1: Conduct a pre-construction nesting 
bird survey of all suitable habitat on the 
Project within 14 days prior to 
commencement of construction during the 
nesting season (February 1-August 31). 
Surveys should be conducted within 300 feet 
of the Project for nesting raptors, and 100 
feet of the Project for nesting songbirds. If 
active nests are found, a no-disturbance 
buffer around the nest shall be established. 
The buffer distance shall be established by a 
biologist in consultation with CDFW or the 
CEQA lead agency. The buffer shall be 
maintained until the fledglings are capable 
of flight and become independent of the 
nest tree, to be determined by a qualified 
biologist. Once the young are independent 
of the nest, no further measures are 

 Activity:  

Conduct Pre-
Construction 
Nesting Bird 
Surveys 

Timing: 

Prior to 
construction. 

Frequency:  

14 days prior to 
each section of 
construction 
during the nesting 
season  

Project Biologists NID 
 

Mitigation 
Measure BIO-1 
applies to all 
segments of the 
proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1. 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

necessary. Pre-construction nesting surveys 
are not required for construction activity 
outside the nesting season. 

BIO-2: Surveys are valid three years for 
annual plant dominated communities and 
five years for tree and shrub dominated 
communities so multiple segments can be 
surveyed during one year to cover multiple 
years of construction.   

 The Project Applicant shall retain a 
biologist to perform a special-status 
plant survey according to USFWS, 
CDFW, and CNPS protocol. Surveys 
should be timed according to the 
blooming period for target species 
and known reference populations, if 
available. 

 If no special-status plants are found, 
no further measures pertaining to 
special-status plants are necessary. 

 If special-status plant species are 
found, avoidance zones may be 
established around plants to clearly 
demarcate areas for avoidance. 
Avoidance measures and buffer 

 Activity:  

Conduct Special 
Plant Surveys 

Timing:  

Prior to 
construction. 

Frequency:  

Once (per area) 
prior to 
construction. 

Project Biologists NID  Mitigation 
Measures BIO-2 
applies to 
construction 
activities within 
the future fire 
lane segment, 
the Non-
Roadway 
Segment and 
PRV station 
improvement 
locations within 
the AGI areas.   
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

distances may vary between species 
and the specific avoidance zone 
distance will be determined in 
coordination with appropriate 
resource agencies (CDFW and/or 
USFWS). 

 If special-status plant species are 
found and avoidance of the species 
is not possible, then additional 
measures such as seed collection 
and/or translocation may be 
developed in consultation with the 
appropriate agencies. 

 The USFWS generally considers 
plant survey results valid for 
approximately three years. 
Therefore, follow-up surveys may be 
necessary if Project implementation 
occurs after this three-year window. 

BIO-3:  The following measures are 
recommended to minimize potential impacts 
to foothill yellow-legged frog and California 
red-legged frog:  

 The Project Applicant shall retain a 
biologist to conduct a pre-

 Activity:  

Conduct Special 
Status Amphibian 
Surveys 

Timing:  

Project Biologist NID  Mitigation 
Measure BIO-3 
applies to AGI 
areas 1, 2 and 5 
and Creeks 1, 2 
and 3 as shown 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

construction survey of mapped 
aquatic resources within 72 hours of 
the start of construction activities 
adjacent to those resources. Surveys 
are only needed for aquatic 
resources that contain water when 
construction commences. 

 If no special-status amphibians are 
detected during the surveys, no 
further measures are needed.  

 If special-status amphibians are 
detected, additional measures may 
be developed in consultation with 
CDFW to avoid impacts to this 
species.  Measures may include 
preconstruction surveys and/or 
monitors present during 
construction activities in and 
adjacent to suitable aquatic habitat.  

The installation of BMPs to prevent impacts 
to aquatic resources will also serve as a 
physical barrier to prevent the movement of 
these species into the construction area. The 
surveys for foothill yellow-legged frog, 
California red-legged frog, and northern 
western pond turtle can be conducted 

Prior to 
construction 
(within 72 hours). 

Frequency:  

Once (per area) 
prior to 
construction. 

on Figure 4-1 of 
the document. 



NID E. George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension Pipeline Project 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Page 6 

Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

concurrently. 

BIO-4:  Provide workers with Worker 
Environmental Awareness Training (WEAP) 
to familiarize them with the biology of the 
species and environmental compliance 
measures related to their protection. 

 Activity:  

Worker 
Environmental 
Awareness 
Training  

Timing:  

Prior to 
construction 
activity. 

Frequency:  

Once prior to each 
construction 
season. 

Project Biologist NID  Mitigation 
Measure BIO-4 
applies to all 
segments of the 
proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1. 

BIO-5: The following measure is 
recommended to minimize potential impacts 
to northern western pond turtle:  

 The Project Applicant shall retain a 
biologist to conduct a pre-
construction survey of mapped 
aquatic resources within 72 hours 
the start of construction activities 

 Activity:  

Conduct Special 
Status Reptile 
Surveys 

Timing:  

Within 72 hours 
prior to 

Project Biologist NID 
 

Mitigation 
Measure BIO-5 
applies to AGI 
areas 1, 2 and 5 
and Creeks 1, 2 
and 3 as shown 
on Figure 4-1 of 
the document. 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

adjacent to those resources. Surveys 
are only needed for aquatic 
resources that contain water when 
construction commences. 

 If no special-status reptiles are 
detected during the surveys, no 
further measures are needed. 

If special-status amphibians are detected, 
additional measures may be developed in 
consultation with CDFW to avoid impacts to 
this species.  Measures may include 
preconstruction surveys and/or monitors 
present during construction activities in and 
adjacent to suitable aquatic habitat 

The surveys for foothill yellow-legged frog, 
California red-legged frog, and northern 
western pond turtle can be conducted 
concurrently. 

construction 
activity. 

Frequency:  

Once prior to 
construction 
within these areas. 

BIO-6: To the extent feasible, potential bat 
roosting habitat (e.g., tree) removal would 
occur outside of the maternity season, 
generally considered March 1 to September 
30. 

 Trees proposed for trimming or 

 Activity:  

Special Status Bat 
Surveys 

Timing:  

Prior to tree 

Project 
Biologists/ 
Contractor 

NID 
 

Mitigation 
Measure BIO-6 
applies only to 
the non-
roadway section 
when trees will 
be removed, or 



NID E. George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension Pipeline Project 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Page 8 

Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

removal should be inspected for 
recent bat use by a qualified bat 
specialist no more than seven days 
prior to disturbance. 

 If a maternity roost is located, 
whether solitary or colonial, that 
roost will remain undisturbed until 
September 15 or a qualified and 
approved biological monitor has 
determined the roost is no longer 
active. 

 Tree trimming/removal should occur 
in the late afternoon or evening 
when it is closer to the time that 
bats would normally arouse. 

 Prior to removal/trimming, each tree 
will be shaken gently and several 
minutes should pass before felling 
trees or limbs to allow bats time to 
arouse and leave the tree. 

 Trees will be removed in pieces 
rather than felling an entire tree. 

removal or 
trimming 

Frequency:  

Prior to any tree 
removal or 
trimming 

limbs will be 
trimmed or 
directly/physical
ly disturbed by 
construction 
equipment.  

BIO-7:  (only if applicable) If for any 
reason it is determined that any Project work 

 Activity: 

Section 401, 404, 

Regulatory 
Specialists/ NID  

NID 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

will impact one or more aquatic features, the 
following measures are recommended to 
minimize potential impacts: 

 A permit authorization to fill waters 
under Section 404 of the federal 
CWA (Section 404 Permit) must be 
obtained from USACE prior to 
discharging any dredged or fill 
materials into any Waters of the U.S. 
Mitigation measures will be 
developed as part of the Section 404 
Permit to ensure no net loss of 
wetland function and values. 
Mitigation for impacts to Waters of 
the U.S. would be negotiated 
through the permitting process.  

 A Water Quality Certification or 
waiver pursuant to Section 401 of 
the CWA must be obtained for 
Section 404 permit actions. 

 If impacts to CDFW-jurisdictional 
features and riparian habitat are 
anticipated, a Notification shall be 
made to CDFW in order to obtain a 
1602 Lake or Streambed Alteration 
Agreement prior to work being 

and 1602 

Timing: 

Anytime 

Frequency:  

Only if applicable 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

conducted in those areas. 

BIO-8:  The following measures are 
recommended to minimize potential impacts 
to oak trees: 

 Pursuant to Senate Bill 1334 (Oak 
Woodlands Protection Act), the 
Project should comply with the 
Nevada County Tree Ordinance. The 
Project should avoid impacts to oak 
trees where feasible. If oak trees will 
be removed, an arborist survey (of 
the non-roadway segment) will be 
prepared upon completion of 
detailed construction plans. Based 
on the arborists survey, an oak tree 
mitigation and restoration plan shall 
be developed that includes onsite 
enhancements and potential off-site 
mitigation alternatives to 
compensate for loss of oak trees. 

 Excavating and/or trenching within 
the drip-line of trees (or a distance 
of half the drip-line, outside of the 
drip-line) should be avoided 
whenever practicable. However, if 

 Activity:  

Oak Tree 
Mitigation 

Timing:  

During 
construction 

Frequency:  

As needed 

Arborists/ 
Contractor 

NID 
 

Mitigation 
Measure BIO-8 
applies to the 
non-roadway 
segment of the 
project 
(approximately 
830 feet 
between Riffle 
Box Way and 
Rough and 
Ready Road) as 
shown on 
Figure 2-2 
(sheet 2) of the 
environmental 
document   
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

unavoidable, any authorized cut or 
fill occurring within the drip-line of 
any preserved tree should be 
supervised by an ISA Certified 
Arborist. 

 Any and all exposed roots shall be 
covered with a protective material 
during construction. 

 Native tree replacement shall be 
used to mitigate the removal of 
native trees within the area, subject 
to approval by the County. 

 Procedures and protocols for tree 
preservation and protection shall 
comply with standards established 
by the County. 

 Oak trees required to be planted as 
a condition of construction would 
be maintained after completion of 
construction as described in the 
Nevada County Tree Preservation 
and Protection Ordinance.  

CUL-1: A consultant and construction 
worker tribal cultural resources awareness 

 Activity:  

Worker Awareness 

Project 
Archaeologist 

NID 
 

Mitigation 
Measure CUL-1 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

brochure and training program for all 
personnel involved in ground-disturbing 
activities will be developed prior to 
construction commencing. The program will 
include relevant information regarding 
sensitive tribal cultural resources, including 
applicable regulations, protocols for 
avoidance, and consequences of violating 
State laws and regulations. The worker 
cultural resources awareness program will 
also describe appropriate avoidance and 
minimization measures for resources that 
have the potential to be located in the 
project area and will outline what to do and 
whom to contact if any potential 
archaeological resources or artifacts are 
encountered. The program will also 
underscore the requirement for 
confidentiality and culturally-appropriate 
treatment of any find of significance to 
Native Americans and behaviors, consistent 
with Native American tribal values. 

Training 

Timing:  

Prior to 
construction 

Frequency:  

Once prior to each 
construction 
season. 

applies to all 
segments of the 
proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1. 

CUL-2: If any cultural resources, such as 
structural features, unusual amounts of bone 
or shell, artifacts, human remains, or 
architectural remains are encountered 

 Activity:  

Human remains 
discovery protocol. 

Contractor NID Possible 
Coordination 
with Nevada 
County 

Mitigation 
Measure CUL-2 
applies to all 
segments of the 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

during the initial inspection or during any 
subsequent construction activities, work shall 
be suspended within 100 feet of the find, 
and the construction supervisor shall 
immediately notify the NID representative. If 
the find includes human remains, then the 
NID shall immediately notify the Nevada 
County Coroner and the procedures in 
Section 7050.5 of the California Health and 
Safety Code and, if applicable, Section 
5097.98 of the Public Resources Code, shall 
be followed. If the discovery is reasonably 
associated with Native American culture, the 
NID shall coordinate any necessary 
investigation of the discovery with a UAIC 
tribal representative and a qualified 
archaeologist approved by the District. As 
part of the site investigation and resource 
assessment, the NID shall consult with 
appropriate parties to develop, document, 
and implement appropriate management 
recommendations, should potential impacts 
to the resources be found by the NID to be 
significant. Nothing in this measure prohibits 
the District from considering any comments 
from other culturally-affiliated Native 
American tribes that volunteer information 
to the NID during its investigation. Possible 

Timing: 

During 
construction. 

Frequency:  

As required. 

Coroner proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1. 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

management recommendations could 
include documentation, data recovery, or (if 
deemed feasible by the NID) preservation in 
place. The contractor shall implement any 
measures deemed by NID staff to be 
necessary and feasible to avoid, minimize, or 
mitigate significant effects to the cultural 
resources, such as the use of a Native 
American Monitor whenever work is 
occurring within 100 feet of the discovery of 
Native American resources, if deemed 
appropriate by the NID.   

GEO-1: In compliance with the requirements 
of the State General Construction Activity 
Storm Water Permit, NID shall obtain 
coverage under the current Construction 
General Permit (2009-0009-DWQ) and 
prepare a SWPPP that incorporates 
measures or comparable BMPs, which 
describes the site, erosion and sediment 
controls, means of waste disposal, 
implementation of approved local plans, 
control of postconstruction sediment and 
erosion control measures and maintenance 
responsibilities, and non-storm water 
management controls. NID shall require all 

 Activity:  

Sedimentation and 
erosion control  

Timing: 

Obtain permit 
prior to initiating 
construction.  
Implement during 
construction. 

Frequency:  

As required. 

Contractor NID 
 

Mitigation 
Measure GEO-1 
applies to all 
segments of the 
proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1. 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

construction contractors to retain a copy of 
the approved SWPPP at the Project site and 
implement the SWPPP. Additionally, the 
SWPPP shall ensure that all storm water 
discharges are in compliance with all current 
requirements of the Construction General 
Permit (2009-009-DWQ). 

PALEO-1: If any paleontological resources 
(i.e., fossils) are found during proposed 
Project construction, construction shall be 
halted immediately in the subject area and 
the resource will be isolated using orange or 
yellow fencing until NID is notified and a 
qualified paleontologist is retained to 
evaluate the find and recommend 
appropriate treatment of the inadvertently 
discovered paleontological resources. If NID 
resumes work in a location where 
paleontological remains have been 
discovered and cleared, NID will have a 
paleontologist onsite to confirm that no 
additional paleontological resources are in 
the area. 

 Activity:  

Discovery of 
unknown resource 

Timing:  

During 
construction. 

Frequency:  

anytime 

Contractor/ 
Paleontologists 

NID Possible 
coordination 
qualified 
paleontologist
s 

Mitigation 
Measure 
PALEO-1 
applies to all 
segments of the 
proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1. 

HAZ-1:  If ultramafic rock is exposed to the 
air, then the following procedures must be 

 Activity:  Contractor NID  Mitigation 
Measure NOA-1 
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Mitigation Measure 

 Monitoring 
Activity/Timing/ 

Frequency/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Outside 
Agency 

Coordination 
Comments 

put into effect. Water support, in the form of 
a water truck or mobile storage tank, will be 
used in regular intervals to keep the open 
earth area wet and dust free. Proper signage 
noting the possibility of Naturally Occurring 
Asbestos and required PPE will be posted in 
the area. PPE including coveralls and 
respirators will be worn by all workers in the 
area. These procedures will be followed as 
long as ultramafic rock is exposed and can 
be unfollowed when the rock is again 
covered with fill. 

Dust Control 

Timing:  

During 
Construction. 

Frequency:  

As needed. 

applies to all 
segments of the 
proposed 
Project and 
Alternative 1.  
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Tonia Herrera

From: Tonia Herrera
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 3:58 PM
To: 'Totton, Gayle@NAHC'
Cc: Gary King; Chris Stabenfeldt; 'Amberly Morgan'
Subject: RE: SCH# 2019069025

Good afternoon Ms. Gayle, 
 
Thank you for contacting NID regarding this project.   
 
In regards to the Cultural Resources Report – please let us know specifically what information you are looking for and we 
can send you those relevant sections. 
 
Thank you for bringing to our attention the errors in the document.  We will note your comments and provide a 
response in the Final IS/MND in an attached errata page with the appropriate changes.  We can send you a copy of the 
final with the response to your comment and errata sheet. 
 
Thank you. 
Tonia   
 

From: Totton, Gayle@NAHC <Gayle.Totton@nahc.ca.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 2:09 PM 
To: Tonia Herrera <herrera@nidwater.com> 
Subject: SCH# 2019069025 

 
Good afternoon Ms. Herrera, 
     I have reviewed the Mitigated Negative Declaration on the above referenced project. I wanted to request a 
copy of the Cultural Resources Report that was not made publicly available. 
     I also found some errors that can be corrected without a formal comments letter that I wanted to draw to 
your attention. In the Cultural Resources section (4.5), on page 4‐42, under subsection c), the text should refer 
to Mitigation Measure CUL‐2 instead of MM CUL‐1. On page 4‐43, MM CUL‐2 is mislabeled as MM TCR‐2 as it 
does not refer to tribal input for inadvertent discoveries of those resources. In the Tribal Cultural Resources 
section (4.18) I also noted that the mitigation measures you refer to for Tribal Cultural Resources are missing 
from the document. Can you please send me an updated copy of those 2 sections when you have made the 
changes? 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 
 
                 
Gayle Totton, M.A., Ph.D. 
Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
Native American Heritage Commission 
(916) 373‐3714 
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;SECTIONl~O .BACKGROUND 

1.1 Summary 

Project Title: 

Lead Agency Name and Address: 

Contact Person and Phone Number: 

Project Location: 

General Plan Designation: 

Zoning: 

1.2 Introduction 

NID Elizabeth George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension 

Pioeline Proiect 

Nevada Irrigation District (NID) 

1036 W Main St 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Tonia Herrera, Senior Engineer 

(916) 273-6185 

The Project is generally located along 5.6 miles of Rough and 

Ready Highway in Nevada County, California. The proposed 

alignment begins on the east at the West Drive/Rough and 

Ready Highway intersection and extends westerly along 

Rough and Ready Highway and other local roads to the Lake 

Wildwood Drive/Chaparral Drive intersection on the west. The 

Project would be constructed within the existing right-of-way 

of the following roadways: Rough and Ready Highway, Rough 

and Ready Road, Riffle Box Road, Empty Diggins Lane, Bosa 

Drive, Minnow Lane, and Lake Wildwood Drive. There are two 

cross country segments: one at the west end of Riffle Box 

Road and one just east of Minnow Lane (along a fire road 

easement). 

Rural Commercial (RC), Rural 5 acre (RUR-5), Neighborhood 

Commercial (NC), Urban Medium Density Res (UMD), Business 

Park (BP), Public (PUB), Rural 10 acre (RUR-10) 

Residential Agricultural - 3 acre minimum (RA-3), 

Neighborhood Commercial (Cl), Medium Density (R2) 

General Agricultural - 5 acres (AG-5) 

NID is the CEQA Lead Agency for the Elizabeth George to Lake Wildwood Backbone Extension Pipeline 

Project (Proposed Project). This Initial Study has been prepared to identify and assess the anticipated 

environmental impacts of the Proposed Project. This document has been prepared to satisfy 

requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Res. Code, Section 21000 et seq.) 

===·~· ·· .. ·~··.·r.····"·'· 



and State CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15000 et seq.). CEQA requires that all state and local government 

agencies consider the environmental consequences of Projects over which they have discretionary 

authority before acting on those Projects. A CEQA Initial Study (IS) is typically prepared to determine 

which CEQA document is appropriate for a Project (i.e., typically an IS leads to either a Negative 

Declaration [ND], Mitigated Negative Declaration [MND], or Environmental Impact Report [EIR]). 

1.3 Environmental Setting 

The proposed project is located in Nevada County which is situated in the Sierra Nevada Foothills, 

approximately 60 miles northeast of Sacramento. The climate is considered to be Mediterranean, with 

hot, dry summers and cool, rainy winters. The county lies within the Sacramento River watershed. The 

eastern most point of the Project alignment is at approximately 2,400 feet AMSL, while the western most 

point is at approximately 1,500 feet AMSL. 

According to the Nevada County General Plan, land use is dominated by designated Forest and Rural 

lands. These make up over 80% of land in the county. While the Project would take place primarily within 

existing roadways, the majority of the surrounding lands are designated as Rural. (See Figure 1.3-2 

Representative Photographs) . 

The source water used by the Lake Wildwood Water Treatment Plant (WTP) originates in Deer Creek and 

flows through the Scott's Flat and Lower Scott's Flat Reservoirs, then through the Newtown Canal to the 

Lake Wildwood WTP. Raw water diverted from the Newtown canal is conveyed through a pipeline to the 

raw water ponds at the WTP site, located on the west side of Lake Wildwood at 12622 Pleasant Valley 

Road (HDR, 2017). The project would provide a connection between the Elizabeth George Water 

Treatment Plant (E. George WTP) and the Lake Wildwood WTP and will serve as a backup water sources to 

the Lake Wildwood area. The E. George WTP is located northwest of the project on Banner Mountain 

(Nevada City) and has a capacity of 18 million gallons per day. 
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tSECTION 2~0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Project Background Need and Objective 

Background 

NID is located in northern California with the northern boundary set by the Yuba River, the western 

boundary set by the Yuba/Nevada County Line, bound on the south by the cities of Lincoln and Auburn, 

and bound on the east by a line extending north from Rollins Reservoir Dam. The district supplies water 

for irrigation, municipal, domestic, and industrial uses through an extensive reservoir and canal system 

and network of water treatment plants. NID treated water service areas are located in and around Grass 

Valley and Nevada City, Banner Mountain, the Glenbrook Basin, Loma Rica, Alta Sierra, Lake of the Pines, 

Penn Valley, Lake Wildwood, Smartville, and north Auburn. 

Lake Wildwood is currently served by the existing Lake Wildwood water treatment plant (WTP) that is the 

sole supply of drinking water to the community. The WTP was built in stages (with the oldest portion over 

40 years old) and has (at times) been forced to run near maximum capacity (4 million gallons/day). 

According to the Lake Wildwood Water Treatment Plant Capacity Study and Options Analysis Final Report 

(HDR 2017) the WTP is reaching the end of its useful life and will not be able to meet future demands and 

many components will require upgrades or replacement in the near future. 

Need 

Water supply reliability is a key concern of the District and efforts have been made throughout NID's 

water system to intertie supply facilities, which greatly increases reliability and operational flexibility. These 

both provide for the ability to maintain a consistent service to the District's customers. This is the focus 

and main consideration of the Project. 

Objective 

The proposed Project entails constructing a new water transmission pipeline primarily within roadways to 

provide a connection between the E. George WTP located on Banner Mountain and the Lake Wildwood 

WTP and distribution system. The Project would provide a second and/or alternate sources of treated 

water in the event of a failure or raw water interruption at the Lake Wildwood WTP. This treated water 

service includes drinking, fire protection, and emergency supplies. 

As described above, the pipeline would bring treated water from the Elizabeth George WTP to the Lake 

Wildwood community and surrounding areas for both supplemental and emergency needs. Pipeline 

construction would allow the NID to continue to utilize the existing Lake Wildwood WTP while planning 

for its future replacement. In addition, the pipeline would connect customers to the public water system 

who are not currently connected, while also increasing water supply reliability to new and existing 

customers. 

The proposed Project would allow access to treated water services for properties along the 

route. Properties not immediately abutting the project alignment were also identified so that the pipeline 



could be adequately sized to serve variance parcels or water line (pipeline) extension requests. A variance 

is a parcel that is not or will not be in the foreseeable future adjacent to a treated water line. 

2.2 Project Characteristics 

Alignment 

The Project is located along the Rough and Ready Highway and other roads in Nevada County, CA. The 

project spans an approximately 5.6-mile linear alignment that has two sections where it deviates from the 

roadway right of way and extends across private land. Below is the total alignment and approximate 

section lengths: 

• Along Rough and Ready Highway from West Drive (eastern most project boundary) to Rough and 

Ready Road (approximately 2.5 miles). 

• From Rough and Ready Highway the project continues west along Rough and Ready Road to 

Riffle Box Road (approximately 1.75 miles). 

• The project continues approximately 460 feet west along Riffle Box Road. At this point Riffle Box 

Road then makes a sharp turn north; however, the project alignment continues east cross country 

approximately 830 feet where it rejoins Rough and Ready Road. 

• The project then continues west 209 feet where it turns south onto Empty Diggins Lane 

• From the intersection of Rough and Ready Road and Empty Diggins Lane the project continues 

southwest along Empty Diggins Road to Bosa Drive (approximately 0.3 miles). 

• The project then turns north on Bosa Drive and continues approximately 0.3 miles to a private 

driveway. 

• The project follows the private driveway approximately 600 to where it joins Minnow Way. This 

area is currently an unimproved road owned by the Wildwood Homeowners Association. 

• The project then follows Minnow Way approximately 475 feet west to Lake Wildwood Drive. 

• At the intersection of Lake Wildwood and Minnow Way the project turns north along Lake 

Wildwood Drive. 

• The project follows Lake Wildwood Drive approximately 0.3 miles north to Chaparral Drive where 

it ends (western most boundary). 



 

 

   
 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  U2019-26 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
 
 

ADOPTING A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, AND APPROVING THE 
PROJECT AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM –  

E. GEORGE TO LAKE WILDWOOD BACKBONE EXTENSION PIPELINE PROJECT  
 
 

  WHEREAS, Nevada Irrigation District (“District”) has undertaken the review of a 
project to construction approximately 5.6 miles of pipeline from the E. George Treated 
Water System to the Lake Wildwood Treated Water System and all the necessary 
appurtenances (the “Project”); and  
 
  WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (“CEQA”) requires 
state, local, and other agencies to evaluate or reduce, when feasible, the significant 
environmental impacts of their respective projects; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the District’s engineering staff has prepared an Initial Study and 
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed Project in accordance with the 
requirements of CEQA; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on June 7, 2019, a Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the Project was published in UThe UnionU newspaper, advising of the time 
and place of a public hearing on the Project; and 
 
  WHEREAS, on August 14, 2019, following a public hearing on the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Project, the Board of Directors of the Nevada Irrigation 
District approved the adoption of the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Project including changes as presented in the staff report; and 
 
   
 
 
 



Resolution No. 2019-26: Adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration, and Approving the 
Project and Mitigation Monitoring And Reporting Program – E. George To Lake Wildwood 
Backbone Extension Pipeline Project  
Page 2 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Nevada 
Irrigation District that it does find as follows: 

1. The above recitals are true and correct.

2. Based on its review of the whole record before it, including the Initial Study,
presentations of Staff and the public comments, both written and oral,
received in response to its Notice of Intent, the Board finds that there is no
substantial evidence of record that the Project will have a significant effect on
the environment and that the Mitigated Negative Declaration represents the
independent judgment and analysis of the District.

3. Mitigation measures are made a condition for approval of the Project and the
Board hereby adopts the mitigation measures which it has either required in
the Project or made a condition of approval to mitigate or avoid significant
environmental impacts.

4. The documents which constitute the record of proceedings upon which the
decision of the Board is based are located at the offices of Nevada Irrigation
District, 1036 West Main Street, Grass Valley, California, and the Secretary to
the Board is the custodian thereof.

5. The Board of Directors hereby approves the Project.

6. The Board Secretary is hereby authorized to file a Notice of Determination, a
copy of which is attached as Exhibit ‘A’, with the Office of the County Clerk,
Nevada County and State Clearinghouse.

*  *  *  * 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the 

Nevada Irrigation District at a regular meeting held on the 14th day of August, 
2019 by the following vote: 

AYES: Directors: 
NOES: Directors: 
ABSENT: Directors: 
ABSTAINS: Directors: 

___________________________________ 
President of the Board of Directors 

Attest: 
___________________________________ 
Secretary to the Board of Directors 
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