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Staff Report 
for the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors, September 13, 2017 

TO: Board of Directors 

FROM: Gary D. King, PE, PhD, Engineering Manager 
Matthew Crowe, Senior Right of Way Agent 

DATE: September 6, 2017 

SUBJECT: Meade Canal Encasement Project #1071 – Easement Acquisition  
Yuba County Assessor Parcel Numbers: 006-260-026-000 (Blue Point 
Partners) and 006-260-035-000 (Brady) 

ENGINEERING 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Adopt Resolution No. 2017-26 Declaring necessity and authorizing eminent domain 
proceedings for the acquisition of real property for a public project known as the Meade 
Canal Encasement Project - on Yuba County Assessor Parcel Number: 006-260-026- 
000 owned by Blue Point Partners, and authorizing the General Manager to execute the 
appropriate documents. 

Adopt Resolution No. 2017-27 Declaring necessity and authorizing eminent domain 
proceedings for the acquisition of real property for a public project known as the Meade 
Canal Encasement Project  – on Yuba County Assessor Parcel Number: 006-260-035- 
000 owned by Shaun Brady, and authorizing the General Manager to execute the 
appropriate documents. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Nevada Irrigation District (NID) Meade Canal is located on the north east side of 
Smartsville and is the primary water source to the NID Smartsville Treatment Plant.  
The canal extends from Mooney Flat Road at Highway 20 to the treatment plant intake.  

The Meade Canal Encasement Project will enable NID to better serve some 42 treated 
water customers and 17 irrigation water customers.  The project addresses several 
issues which impact water quality and operations. 

The initial project work will involve canal encasement and facilities rehabilitation across 
three parcels, including the two subject parcels and a third property that NID recently 
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obtained easements across.  NID intends to encase the upstream balance of the canal 
over the next few years.   
 
The Meade Canal is part of the water system that NID purchased from Excelsior Water 
and Power Company (Excelsior) in the 1920s. The water system transferred to NID 
included Excelsior’s facilities, water rights, and property interests associated with 
operating the system. The transfer from Excelsior to NID was approved, in 1926, by 
California Railroad Commission (CRC) - Order No. 15926. NID continues operations 
under authority of the CRC Order.  
 
The proposed easements are needed to perfect NID’s rights for operation, maintenance 
and improvements of the canal and appurtenant facilities to preserve NID’s ability to 
meet its obligations for water delivery. 
 
The specific areas and property interests which NID seeks to acquire are described in 
the attached resolutions and deed exhibits. 
 
Resolution 2017-26 (Blue Point Partners) APN 006-260-026-000  
 

On July 19, 2017, NID staff mailed the first written offer to the owner of record. 
NID’s offer is based upon, an appraisal report prepared by Daniel R. Ketcham & 
Associates. Staff reached a member of the ownership and had a brief telephone 
conversation in which the owner acknowledged they received and were 
reviewing NID’s offer. They expressed no specific reply, objection or counter 
proposal. 

 
Resolution 2017-27 (Brady) APN 006-260-035-000 
 

On July 19, 2017, NID staff mailed the first written offer to the owner of record. 
NID’s offer is based upon, an appraisal report prepared by Daniel R. Ketcham & 
Associates. Subsequently, staff has received no response from the property 
owner. 

 
Presently, negotiations for each of these acquisitions are at an impasse, as no 
ownership representatives have responded to NID’s offers. Therefore, staff 
recommends that the Board adopt the attached resolutions of necessity to enable NID 
staff and legal counsel to proceed via the courts to acquire the necessary easements. 
 
In adopting each of the resolutions and authorizing the initiation of eminent domain 
proceedings, the NID Board must find the following four items: 

1. The public interest and necessity require the Project. 
2. The Project is planned or located in the manner that will be most compatible with 

the greatest public good and the least private injury. 
3. The property sought to be acquired is necessary for the Project. 
4. The offer required by section 7267.2 of the California Government Code has 

been made to the owner of record of the property to be acquired or directed to 
the persons whose name and address appear on the last equalized county 
assessment roll. 

https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=14cf6d49ebfa434e2418b1dbccbae61c&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bCal%20Code%20Civ%20Proc%20%a7%201245.230%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=CA%20GOV%207267.2&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLzVzV-zSkAW&_md5=f171f5e6037495ff16a5ed10c15b8fde
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The request from staff is a finding regarding the necessity for these acquisitions, 
approval to seek order(s) from the court for possession of the real property interests and 
judgments by the court of fair value. 
GK/MC 
attachments: 

Resolution 2017-26 with Exhibits 1, A and B (Blue Point Partners) 
Offer Letter dated July 19, 2017 (Blue Point Partners) 
Notice of Intent dated August 24, 2017 (Blue Point Partners) 
Resolution 2017-27 with Exhibits 1, A and B (Brady) 
Offer Letter dated July 18, 2017 (Brady) 
Notice of Intent dated August 24, 2017 (Brady) 
Project Improvement Plans 
Presentation Slides 
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NID
1036 W. Main Street, Grass Valley, CA 95945-5424

(530) 273-6185 - Fax: (530) 477-2646 - www.nidwater.com

July 19, 2017

Brian Bisnett
BLUE POINT PARTNERS
16046 Bear Court
Grass Valley, CA 95949-8516

Meade Canal Encasement Project #1071 -Proposed Easement Acquisition
(Yuba County APN: ffi6-260-026-000)

Nevada Irrigation District (NID) is proposing to acquire right-of-way for the Meade Canal Encasement
Project and ongoing NID maintenance and operation activity. A copy ofthe proposed Easement Deed,
describing the a.rea to be utilized as it affects your property, has been included for your review.

As a public agency, NID is required to offer 'Just compensation" or the fair market value for any
easement rights it acquires. NID hired Daniel R. Ketcham and Associates (DRKA), an appraisal
consulting firm, to provide an independent opinion of 'lust compensation" for the proposed easement
rights to be acquired. A copy ofthe DRKA report is included for your review.

This letter and the enclosed documents constitutes NID's offer of $6,400.00 for the proposed easement
rights covering the Meade Canal on your property, consistent with DRKA's opinion of value, and
includes the following documents:

o Easement Deed including Exhibits "A" and "B"

! Right of Way Agreement

o Escrow Instructions to First American Title Co.. a "Seller's Estimated Settlement Statement
Form," "FIRPTA Form," FATCO knder's Consent Forms," and a copy of the Preliminary
Title Report, dated June 28,2017

o Meade Canal Encasement Plans, Sheets I through I l, latest date signed June 27 ,2017

o NID Informational Pamphlet entitled "Acquisition of Real Property"

. DRKA Appraisal Report, dated March 31,2017

RE

I 
Pursuant to Civil Code of Procedure Section $1263.025 and to ensure that appraisal costs are reasonable (not to excced

$5.ffio) and process payment appropriately, the District will need a full copy of your appraisal report. the ownr'r-appraiser

contract (ifany), and the appraiser's invoice with a W-9. In accord with Civil Code of Procedure Section $1263.025, your

selected appraiser must be licensed by the Bureau of Real Estate Appraiser's (BREA). The BREA carries a listing of
licensed appraisers on their website at hltn://www.orea.ca.!:ov/.

SERVING PORTIONS OF NEVAOA, PLACER & YUBA COUNTIES

Dear Mr. Bisnett:

To assist you in evaluating NID's offer, you may order an independent appraisal and receive
reimbursement from NID for reasonable appraisal feesl. NID will consider your report and may

adjust its offer based on the additional information.
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NID
1036 W Main Street, Grass Valley. CA 95945-5424

(530) 273-6185 * Fax: (5301 477-2e/,6 - www.nidwater.com

July 19,2017

Shaun Brady
14469 Rattlesnake Road
Grass Valley, CA 95945-8818

Meade Canal Encasement Project #1071 -Proposed Easement Acquisition
(Yuba County APN: 006-260-035-000)

Dear Mr. Brady:

As a public agency, NID is required to offer 'lust compensation" or the fair market value for any
easement rights it acquires. NID hired Daniel R. Ketcham and Associates (DRKA), an appraisal
consulting firm, to provide an independent opinion of'Just compensation" for the proposed easement
rights to be acquired. A copy of the DRKA report is included for your review.

This letter and the enclosed documents constitutes NID's offer of $4,400.00 for the proposed easement
rights covering the Meade Canal on your property, consistent with DRKA's opinion of value, and
includes the following documents:

. Easement Deed including Exhibits "A" and "B"

o Right of Way Agreement

o Escrow Instructions Io First American Title Co. a "Seller's Estimated Settlement Statement
Form," "FIRPTA Form," FATCO Lender's Consent Forms," and a copy of the Preliminary
Title Report, dated June 28,2017

o Meade Canal Encasement Plans, Sheets I through I l, latest date signed June 27,2017

r NID Informational Pamphlet entitled "Acquisition of Real Property"

o DRKA Appraisal Report, dated March 24,2017

RE

To assist you in evaluating NID's offer, you may order an independent appraisal and receive
reimbursement from NID for reasonable appraisal feesl. NID will consider your report and may
adjust its offer based on the additional information.

I Pursuant to Civil Code of Procedure Section $ 1263.025 and to ensure that appraisal costs are reasonable (not lo excecd
$5,0(X)) and process payment appropriately, the District will need a full copy of your appraisal report, the owner-appraiser
contract (if any). and the appraiser's invoice with a W-9. In accord with Civil Code of Procedure Section g 1263.025. your
selected appraiser must be licensed by the Bureau of Real Estate Appraiser's (BREA). The BREA carries a listing of
licensed appraisers t)n their website at hlln://www.ore il.ca.go!/.

SERVING PORTIONS OF NEVADA, PLACEB & YUBA COUNTIES

Nevada Irrigation District (NID) is proposing to acquire righrof-way for the Meade Canal Encasement
Project and ongoing maintenance and operation activity. A copy of the proposed Easement Deed,
describing the area to be utilized as it affects your property, has been included for your review.
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MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT PROJECT 

NID WELCOME 

1 

Presented at the  

Nevada Irrigation District 

Board of Directors meeting 

September 13, 2017 

RESOLUTIONS OF 
NECESSITY  

 No.  2017- 26 

 and 

 No. 2017- 27 

MEADE CANAL –  
INLET TO 

SMARTSVILLE W.T.P. 

MEADE CANAL 



MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT PROJECT 

Meade Canal overall aerial 

2 

Blue Point Partners 

Brady 

3000’+ 
18” PIPE 

SMARTSVILLE 
TREATMENT PLANT 

REPLACE (e) PIPE 
FLUME 

INLET TO 
NEW PIPE 

CONNECT TO 
INTAKE PIPE 

HEAD OF MEADE 
CANAL 



MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT PROJECT 

1. The public interest and necessity require the Project. 
2. The Project is planned or located in the manner that 

will be most compatible with the greatest public good 
and the least private injury. 

3. The property sought to be acquired is necessary for 
the Project. 

4. The offer required by section 7267.2 of the California 
Government Code has been made to the owner of 
record of the property to be acquired. 

Required Board Findings  

RON Required findings 

3 

RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY 
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NECESSITY FOR PROJECT 

• Meade Canal –17± irrigation water services,  
 water source to Smartsville Treatment Plant,  
 supplements water into Town Canal. 
 

• Smartsville Treated Water System -   
 serves 42 treated water connections. 

 
• Issues Project will address: 

• Improve water quality, health, safety and reliability 
• Protect canal from livestock impacts 
• Reduce or eliminate algae growth 
• Improve & rehabilitate access for operations and 

maintenance 

Meade Canal Project Necessity Points 



MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT PROJECT 
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• 03-2016 NID letter to property owners inviting comments on 
 canal encasement & rehabilitation 

• 06-2016     Categorical Exemption filed at Nevada County 
• 09-2016 Meetings with property owners to discuss 

 preliminary plans 
• 03-13-2017 NID Appraisal Notices sent to property owners 
• 03-23-2017 Onsite Appraisal Inspection – subject owners were 

 invited but did not attend 
• 06-27-2017    Project Improvement Plans completed 
• 07-19-2017  NID Offers mailed to subject property owners 
• 08-24-2017  NID Notices of Intent mailed to property owners 

PROJECT and ACQUISITION TIMELINE 

Meade Canal Project Timeline 
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• 03-23-2017 Onsite Appraisal Inspection  
• 07-19-2017  NID Offer mailed to owner 
• 08-24-2017  NID Notice of Intent mailed to owner 
• NID has received no written response or counter proposal to 

offer. 

RESOLUTION No. 2017-26 
ACQUISITION SUMMARY: 

Meade Canal Project Timeline 

Owners of Record  Blue Point Partners 

Yuba County APN 006-260-026-000 

Total Easement Area 2.44 Acres   
  



MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT PROJECT 

“DECLARING NECESSITY AND AUTHORIZING EMINENT DOMAIN 
PROCEEDINGS FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR A 
PUBLIC PROJECT KNOWN AS THE MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT 
PROJECT on Yuba County Assessor Parcel Number:  
006-260-026-000 owned by Blue Point Partners and authorizing 
the General Manager to execute the appropriate documents.” 

Action on Resolution 

7 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - MOTION TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION No. 2017-26 
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• 03-23-2017 Onsite Appraisal Inspection  
• 07-19-2017  NID Offer mailed to owner 
• 08-24-2017  NID Notice of Intent mailed to owner 
• NID has received no response or counter proposal to offer. 

RESOLUTION No. 2017-27 
ACQUISITION SUMMARY: 

Meade Canal -  Summary 

Owner of Record  Shaun Brady 

Yuba County APN 006-260-035-000 

Total Easement Area  1.21 Acres 
    



MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT PROJECT 

“DECLARING NECESSITY AND AUTHORIZING EMINENT DOMAIN 
PROCEEDINGS FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR A 
PUBLIC PROJECT KNOWN AS THE MEADE CANAL ENCASEMENT 
PROJECT  – on Yuba County Assessor Parcel Number:  
006-260-035-000 owned by Shaun Brady and authorizing the 
General Manager to execute the appropriate documents.” 

Action on Resolution 
 

9 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - MOTION TO ADOPT 
RESOLUTION No. 2017-27 
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